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Savica Waterfall – Facts
Historical milestones
1689 		Publication of The Glory of the Duchy of Carniola (Die
			Ehre des Hertzogthums Crain) by Johann Weichard Valvasor,
			containing a copper engraving and description of the
			
Savica Waterfall
1807 		Visit of Archduke John of Austria
1916 		The Austro-Hungarian army builds the Savica military
			power plant to supply the rear of the Isonzo Front
1947 		The Gorenjske Elektrarne power company builds the
			first hydroelectric power plant in Yugoslavia
1949 		Cavers explore the hidden karst underground behind the
			
Savica Waterfall
1956 		The Bohinj Tourist Association builds a bridge over the
			
Mala Savica
1971 		The Bohinj Tourist Association builds a stone path to the
			
waterfall
1987 		Strong winds devastate the forest on the slopes of Komarča
1988-2007 Modernisation of the Savica hydroelectric power plant
1998 		Earthquake in Bohinj, repairs to the dam near the waterfall
2004 		A major fire on the slopes of Komarča destroys the 		
			
observation pavilion
2007 		The Bohinj Tourist Association repairs the access trail
2013 		Repair of the access trail following major floods

Monument to Archduke John of Austria
The grandson of Empress Maria Theresa visited the waterfall in
1807. A great admirer and explorer of the Julian Alps, Archduke
John also promoted the construction of the Southern Railway
from Vienna to Trieste and fought in the wars against Napoleon.
To mark the Archduke's visit, a commemorative tablet was
commissioned by the Bohinj Ironworks of Sigmund Zois. This
tablet, carved by L. Kelbl, is built into the rock in the observation
pavilion.

Baron Sigmund Zois
A friend of Valentin Vodnik, a leading Slovene industrialist
and a prominent patron of the arts, Baron Zois commissioned
the tablet commemorating the visit of the Archduke of Austria
through his company, the Bohinj Ironworks. The development
of the ironworking industry linked remote Bohinj to the rest of
the Duchy of Carniola. Zois was also friends with the eminent
botanist Balthasar Hacquet, then serving as physician in the
mining town of Idrija, whose botanical discoveries included
the Alpine forget-me-not (Eritrichium nanum), the Triglav
hawksbeard (Leontodon terglouensis Hacq.) and the Triglav
gentian (Gentiana terglouensis). The latter two of these plants
still bear the Latin name of Mount Triglav (terglouensis).
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Bohinj Tourist Association
Ribčev Laz 48, 4265 Bohinjsko jezero
t: + 386 (0)4 574 60 10, e: info@bohinj-info.com
www.bohinj-info.com
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BOHINJ TOURIST ASSOCIATION
- TOURIST INFORMATION
- ACCOMMODATION IN ROOMS, APARTMENTS AND 			
HOLIDAY HOUSES
- SHOP (SOUVENIRS, MAPS, GUIDEBOOKS, POSTCARDS, 		
NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, GIFTS)
- TRADITIONAL EVENTS
- DANICA CAMPSITE on the SAVA RIVER:
www.camp-danica.si
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Savica Hydroelectric Power Plant – a source of green
energy
This power plant is very important today because it is a source
of environmentally clean energy: so-called green electricity. To
date the power plant on the Savica has produced one terawatt
hour of electricity, representing a saving of approximately 1.2
million tonnes or 600,000 wagons of coal. Placed end to end, these
wagons would form a train 900 km long, stretching from Bohinj to
Stockholm.

...As in its wrath its foam flies to the skies!
France Prešeren, excerpt from Baptism on the Savica
SOUVENIR SHOP

Savica Waterfall
– The Source of Life
The most visited waterfall in
Slovenia
FACTS:
HEIGHT ABOVE SEA LEVEL AT BASE 894 m
TWO-PART WATERFALL IN THE FORM OF THE 		
LETTER A
HEIGHT OF THE LARGE WATERFALL: 78 m
HEIGHT OF THE SMALL WATERFALL: 25 m
LOCATION: 46°17’23’’, 13°48’08’’
CAPACITY: PERMANENT / RARELY RUNS DRY
The visible part of the Savica is fed by the wider karst
area of Črno Jezero, lying 500 m above the waterfall. The
water flows through a hidden underground of passages
and lakes in two separate streams.
During heavy rainfall the karst area around Črno Jezero
can no longer absorb all the water and a chain of
waterfalls up to 600 m high is formed.
The Savica Waterfall lies at the heart of the Triglav
National Park (TNP), where the protection regime is
strictest. Please do not forget that you are visiting a
wonderful yet sensitive natural environment, that should
remain the same after your visit.

Savica Waterfall – The Source
of Inspiration
The falls next morning thunder in his ears.
Our hero ponders as the lazy waters
Below him roar and shake the river banks.
Above him towering cliffs and mountain heights,
These with their trees the river undermines,
As in its wrath its foam flies to the skies!
So hastens youth and then it spends itself,
Thus Črtomir reflects upon this scene.
France Prešeren, excerpt from Baptism on the Savica

France Prešeren, excerpt from the Baptism on the
Savica
This epic by Slovenia's greatest poet France Prešeren tells
of the Christianisation of the people of Carantania in the
10th century. The heroic struggle for freedom and ideals
between the pagan Črtomir and the Christian Valjhun
ends with Črtomir's baptism below the Savica Waterfall,
after his beloved Bogomila persuades him to adopt the
Christian faith.
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I march to drink the Savica
The cold source of enchanting songs;
To toast the master of songsters
May I enjoy in this drink!
Valentin Vodnik

Valentin Vodnik
One of the most nationally conscious Slovenes, Valentin
Vodnik – poet, journalist, teacher, translator and priest –
dedicated many of his thoughts and poems to the Savica
Waterfall while serving as priest in the nearby hamlet of
Koprivnik (from 1793).

